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Introduction
• Africa is home to nearly 20% of the world population
• Endowed with natural resources, cultural and religious diversity
• Burden of disease remains high
• Increase in clinical research and complexity 
• Optimal research participants needed
• RECs for robust review

• Awareness of & mature RE systems
• Limited awareness of and support for RI
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Research Ethics-Historical Development
• Need for local ethical review, (Declaration of Helsinki, 2013)
• Requirement by sponsor (Rwabihama et al., 2010)
• First REC in Africa established in 1967, Wits, SA
• Are RECs truly independent?
• Pressure from political powers and researchers
• Universal guidelines?
• National regulations and health research priorities? 
• Resources-Budget, technology, training?
• Relatively well established culture for ethics review

Silaigwana, B., & Wassenaar, D. (2015
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Research Integrity-Current state
• Confusion between RE and RI
• RECs expected to play dual roles & advise on RI 

transgressions
• Limited levels of support and funding for RI
• Limited institutional and national structures and policies
• Opaque practices of researchers- no formal reporting 

systems or structures
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Research Integrity in and for  Africa
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Where is Africa in the RI discourse?
World Conference on Research Integrity Foundation (2007) 
• Singapore statement on RI (2010)
• Montreal statement on RI (2013)
• Hong Kong principles (2019)
• Office of Research Integrity-(ORI) USA
• UK Research Integrity Office (UKRIO)- UK
• Canada Panel of Responsible Conduct of Research 
• Australian Council Policies and codes on Research Integrity 
• Asian Pacific Research Integrity Network (APRIN)
• European Network Research Integrity Offices (ENRIO)
• Netherlands Research Integrity Network (NRIN)
• Asia Pacific Research Integrity Network-Japan
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On Africa Soil for the first time in 15 years 
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Research Integrity in and for Africa

• Why doesn’t African invest in research?
• The 10/90 gap
• scientific output in the region of 2% of global 

production
• Overreliance on donor funding for research 
• Unequitable partnerships and funding opportunities
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Research Integrity in and for Africa
• Is research the present-day carrot of the colonial masters?
• Decolonisation
• Unprecedented increase in international collaborative
• Perverse incentive for QRP
• Hyper-competition and excessive pressure to publish
• Young researchers are vulnerable
• Inequalities in research partnerships and collaborations
• Researchers’ professional standards and practices remain 

neglected 
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Promoting RI in and for Africa
• Mentorship/awareness/structures/systems for RI
• National, regional or continental guidelines
• Institutional structures/support systems for RI 
• “Pockets” of initiatives: 
• National guidelines (Uganda)
• Training programmes at universities (South Africa)
• Training and awareness programme (Nigeria) 
• Funded projects at institutional level (Ghana, Kenya)
• Networking and Individual champions (ARIN)
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Walking the talk
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Walking the talk

Mejlgaard, Niels, et al.2020
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Variables of Research Integrity

The African Academy of Sciences (AAS)
https://www.aasciences.africa/sites/default/files/Publications/ReMPRO.pdf



Institutional Responsibility
Research 

Environment 
Ecosystems

Research 
Institution

Individual Responsible Conduct 
of Research 

Manage & sustain research 
enterprise.
Support researchers to achieve their 
potential efficiently and effectively 
through strategic and administrative 
functions

Allen Muyaama Mukhwana, WCRI 
2021 digital event
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Conclusion
• RE and RI are both critical and integral to health research
• National and institutional structures and systems
• Financial and human resource investment 
• Nurturing a supportive environment for RCR
• Awareness, co-creation and co-ownership 
• Africa must participate in shaping global discourse in RI
• The debate on RI remains incomplete without the voice and 

contribution from Africa
• Nothing about us, without us, is for us
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Thank you!  
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